March 2010
Dear Member of the Class of 2014:

It is my great pleasure, as your Principal, to welcome you to the Rockhurst High School community.  As you know, you are joining Rockhurst not only as a member of the Class of 2014, but you are entering into the long and rich Rockhurst tradition that began in 1910.  Indeed, you are welcomed to our school as a member of the extended Rockhurst family!

There are 59 Jesuit secondary schools in the United States—one in virtually every major metropolitan area—educating 46,000 young men and women yearly.  The young women and men who graduate from these schools—17 of the schools are coeducational institutions—will face challenges that neither you nor I can foresee today.  Yet, we know that to fulfill the mission to promote justice and faith in the world, Jesuit schools must strive to graduate young people of “competence, conscience, and compassion” for the 21st century.

You have been blessed with many gifts and talents.  In his Gospel, St. Mark says, “to whom much is given, more will be expected.”  As a member of the Rockhurst High School class of 2014, it is by virtue of the many gifts you possess, that my colleagues on the faculty, administration, and I expect great things from you.  I challenge you to use these gifts for “the higher good” in services to all in our community.  We are not asking of you what you cannot give.

As Principal, I am giving you your very first high school homework assignment.  It is a rather simple task, but one in which I place the highest emphasis.  St. Ignatius Loyola is the founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits).  I am asking you to memorize St. Ignatius’ “Prayer for Generosity” that is written on the reverse side of this letter.  All will say this prayer together when you come in August.    As a member of the Rockhurst family, it makes sense that you know about your lineage.

We urge you to complete your elementary school experience with dignity and grace.  

Blessings to you and your family,

Mr. Larry E. Ruby, Principal

Prayer for Generosity

St. Ignatius Loyola

Lord, teach me to be generous.

Teach me to serve you as you deserve;

to give and not to count the cost;

to fight and not to heed the wounds;

to toil and not to seek for rest;

to labor and not to ask for reward,

except that of knowing that I do your will.

AMEN

