





March 23, 2010
Dear Parents and Students of the Class of 2014:

As Dean of Students I would like to welcome you to Rockhurst High School.  It is my hope and my prayer that Rockhurst will challenge and support each of you young men, so that you may fully develop your God-given talents and gifts.  As Dean of Students it is my job to enforce the values of the school and to remove the distractions that would impede your progress.

In the coming summer you will be receiving a copy of the Parent/Student Handbook for 2010-2011 either online or in print.  Students and parents are expected to read it so that they will be able to comply with the school’s requirements.  Until that handbook is received, however, there are a few points that freshmen and their parents may need to know in advance, as suggested by several concerned parents.

Often parents make travel plans far in advance of the school year.  Rockhurst expects parents to schedule family vacations during school vacation periods, i.e. Thanksgiving, Christmas vacation, spring break, etc.  (This includes situations when parents cannot get flights of their choice.)  When it is necessary for parents to take their sons out of school for personal reasons, the school requires that parents submit to the Dean of Students a written request for an excused absence one full week prior to the anticipated absence.  The one week period gives us plenty of time to consider the full impact of your son’s absence on his academics and co-curricular activities.  Please note: failure to submit the request one full week in advance will result in the absence being unexcused.

It is unsettling that in the past few years parents have chosen not to comply with the policy, but instead have called their son in as ill, when in fact he is not ill.  That kind of behavior is unsettling because it sets a very poor example for the boy.  One has to wonder, if it is okay for a parent to lie to the school because the policy is inconvenient, is it not okay for the son to lie to his parents when the parents’ rules are inconvenient?

In regards to the Rockhurst dress code, we attempt to make it simple to enforce for both parents and teachers.  I recommend to parents that when you purchase clothing for the coming year, that you make your lives easier by going with dress pants (like Dockers), a button shirt with a collar, a belt, and dress shoes.  For more specifics on the dress code, see the reprint of the current code on the reverse of this letter.

As noted above, you will receive the Parent/Student Handbook this summer.  Again, read it carefully and keep it handy as a reference throughout the year.  If you have any specific questions about attendance, dress code, behavioral expectations, or the like, please feel free to give me a call at extension 527.  I would be pleased to meet you over the phone.

Until we meet on Freshmen Orientation Day, I would like to extend to the Class of 2014 a heartfelt and loud “Congratulations!”.






Sincerely







David Alvey







Dean of Students

STUDENT DRESS CODE

Attire and Personal Appearance -.  Rockhurst students are expected to be clean and neat in their attire and personal grooming.   The Dean of Students is the final judge of appropriate attire and grooming.

Shirts - Any clean, pressed dress shirt with a collar, or sport shirt with a collar or a turtleneck (minimum 2-inch collar) may be worn.  The following shirts are not permitted: Hawaiian and/or loud prints, flannel shirts (or shirts resembling flannel), Rugby shirts, T-shirts, Henley's, jerseys, tank tops, sweat shirts. Shirts may not be layered in such a way that one shirt is exposed beneath another shirt. Shirts must be tucked in at all times, before, during, and after school.  

Trousers - Any type of dress pants may be worn with a belt. Work clothes, baggy pants, pants with pockets sewn or otherwise attached to the outside, bell bottoms, “cargo” pants, denims, jeans, worn or faded pants are not allowed. Approved Rockhurst shorts may be worn during periods announced by the Dean of Students.

Hair - Hair must be clean, and well groomed.  It may not cover the eyes, or more than half the ears (even when combed from above and behind the ears), and must be at least one inch off the collar. Extremes in hairstyles (lines or designs, uneven patches of hair, ponytails, unnatural color, etc. ) are not allowed. “Tails” are forbidden as is any hair length that allows hair to be gathered into a “tail” or ponytail. The face is to be clean-shaven.  Sideburns must not extend below the ear.  The Dean of Students reserves the right to make the final determination concerning appropriate hair length or style. 

Shoes - Only dress shoes or loafers of a solid color may be worn, and they must be worn with socks that are at least 3 inches above the top of the shoe. Tennis shoes may be worn (with socks) only during those periods when shorts are permitted. The following shoes are not permitted:  Hiking boots or hiking shoes, work boots, tennis shoes, canvas or nylon shoes, sandals, moccasins, “sketchers”, striped shoes, and slippers. If parents are uncertain whether a particular type of shoe is permitted, they are encouraged to call the Dean of Students before purchasing it.

Socks- Socks must be worn at all times.  Socks must extend at least three inches above the top of the shoe.  Half-socks (anklets) are not permitted.

Jackets & Sweatshirts - Jackets or hooded sweatshirts must not be worn around the building and must be kept in a student’s locker.  Students may wear sweaters (cardigan, v-neck, quarter-zip fleece or other material, or a pullover) or Rockhurst sweatshirts over the dress shirt.

Jewelry –Earrings or other visible body piercing may not be worn., nor may “studs” or devices meant to hold open a pierced ear or body part. Students are to refrain from wearing jewelry that is flamboyant or attention seeking, such as chains, hemp bracelets or necklaces, etc. Students may not wear items that “cover” a pierced body part.

Hats or caps – Hats or caps may not be worn inside the building at any time.

Special Dress Days - A clean and pressed white, long-sleeved dress shirt, tie, long slacks and appropriate socks and shoes are to be worn on Mass and assembly days and other special occasions designated by the administration. Authorized spirit shirts may be worn on pep rally or other designated days. Varsity athletes may wear their game jersey over the dress shirt with a collar on pep rally days. The rest of the dress code remains the same for student-athletes.

Dress at Extracurricular Activities – Extracurricular activities, e.g. games, dances, performances, are official school events and are therefore under the direction of school officials.  Student dress at such events should always be in good taste and reflect the image of Rockhurst High.

