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Rockhurst High School (RHS) serves the greater Kansas City area by educating Ignatian leaders, “men-for-others,” in the Roman Catholic Jesuit College Preparatory tradition.


As a Jesuit school, RHS brings the 450+ years of Jesuit tradition of personal care to bear on every facet of its program.  Consequently, we seek to develop in each young man a positive self-image, appreciation of the richness of God’s creation, maturity of faith with commitment to justice and peace, and the ability to critically reflect upon root questions of human existence.  Through this development, the school seeks to elicit from students a response beyond the ordinary and commonplace.


Since the school’s founding in 1910, the Jesuits and lay Ignatian educators of Rockhurst have carried on a vision of creating tomorrow’s leaders today.  Rockhurst produces gifted young men who are willing to share their faith, friendship, and talent.  Rockhurst alumni have advanced to the highest levels of business, industry, sports, art, drama, and community for nearly a century.


This catalogue has been produced to assist students and parents in developing a course of studies for the next school year.  The keynote to planning a program of studies is personal responsibility.  The student is to take an active role in the planning for his future.  Students are encouraged to discuss plans in depth with parents, counselors, teachers, and administrators.


The curriculum at RHS represents a combination of courses fundamental to the Ignatian spirit of education, a rich offering of core and elective college preparatory courses designed to challenge the mind and enliven the spirit of each member of the student body.


When planning a program of studies students must keep in mind the following graduation requirements.  These requirements have been selected in a way that meet or exceed the prerequisites and recommended subjects for any selective university in the United States.

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION

ARTS DEPARTMENT


COMMUNICATION ARTS – One Semester


FINE OR PERFORMING ARTS – One Semester *

COMPUTER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT – One Semester
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT – Eight Semesters

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT – Four Semesters (of same language)

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT – Eight semesters

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT – One semester

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT – Six semesters (Three laboratory sciences required)

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT – Six semesters

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT – Eight semesters

COLLEGE PREPARATORY ELECTIVES – Twelve semesters

COMMUNITY SERVICE – 75 hours - (25 each year prior to senior year)


Seniors are required to successfully complete the Senior Service Project.

*University of Missouri requires two semesters of Fine/Performing Arts

A total of twenty-eight credits are required for graduation; each semester course equals one-half credit.

Students are required to enroll in seven classes each semester at RHS.  Study or “free” periods are not offered to students.

i

HONORS, ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP),

AND ADVANCED COLLEGE CREDIT (ACCP) PROGRAMS


It is our intention to make the best use of students’ God-given talents by ensuring they are presented with the academic challenge and individual attention which has been the hallmark of Jesuit education at RHS.


Students in freshman and sophomore years at RHS may be admitted to the Honors program based upon recommendations and placement examination scores.  In junior and senior years, students who meet with academic success in one or more academic areas are encouraged to enroll in Honors and/or Advanced Placement courses.


Given the additional rigor of the Honors and Advanced Placement coursework at RHS, juniors are limited to a total of three and seniors a total of four Advanced Placement courses per year.  An exception is available to a student who would like to exceed these limits; however, to do so he must:  1) have a cumulative GPA of 3.850 or higher and 2) receive permission from the Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs, his counselor, and a parent.  Under no circumstances will a junior be allowed to exceed a total of four and a senior a total of five Advanced Placement courses per year. There are no restrictions on the number of Honors Courses a student may take if qualified.


Students selected to enroll in the Advanced Placement course work for Advanced Placement credit are expected to take the Advanced Placement Examinations(s) given in May.


The Advanced College Credit Program (ACCP) offers students in specified courses credit from Rockhurst University (RU) and the University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC).  The following courses are available:

RU ~ Honors French III, French IV (AP), Honors Spanish III, Honors Spanish IV, Applied Calculus, Precalculus, Biology (AP) (ACCP).

UMKC ~ Honors Latin III, Latin-Vergil (AP), Honors Greek I, Honors Greek II, Honors Chemistry, Calculus I, Calculus II.
The Coordinating Board for Higher Education requires that students have a 3.0 cumulative grade point average in high school to enroll in dual enrollment courses.  Both RU and UMKC offer a special high school tuition rate per credit hour.  Many colleges and universities accept dual enrollment credits, however there is no guarantee.  Families are encouraged to check with the institutions that they are interested in directly about their policy.  Course registration is done on the high school campus.  Juniors and seniors only are eligible to enroll in dual enrollment courses through RU and UMKC.  

RU requires a minimum of five students per section to enroll in the course.  If there is not the required minimum to enroll, the course(s) will not be offered for credit through RU; however, the course will not be cancelled at RHS.  For further information on RU ACCP, refer to www.rockhurst.edu/accp/. 

WEIGHTED COURSE CRITERIA


All courses at RHS are college preparatory courses, have the same weight (except for Honors and Advanced Placement courses offered in the junior and senior years and Honors Biology in the Sophomore year), and are awarded equal academic credit.  


The Weighted Course Criteria requires a minimum of a 3.3 overall cumulative grade point average (GPA) to apply for admission to Honors courses and a 3.5 overall cumulative grade point average for admission to AP courses. An exemption will be given to students not meeting the overall cumulative requirement IF:  1) the student has an overall GPA of 3.0 – 3.29 for admission to Honors or 3.3-3.49 for AP courses AND 2) has a cumulative of 3.3 in the subject area to which he is applying for an honors course or a cumulative of 3.5 in the subject area to which he is applying for an AP course. Please note these are MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS. Individual departments may have additional requirements for Honors and Advanced Placement courses as indicated in their respective course descriptions.  

CLASS REQUESTS AND SCHEDULES


Students will ordinarily be assigned to the courses requested for an academic year provided that all prerequisites for these courses are met.  It is important that students select these courses after giving consideration to future study plans and career and life goals.  Signatures of counselor and parent(s) are required in order to process the course selection forms.

ADD/DROP PROCEDURES

     Students are allowed to make changes to class schedules during the summer on days assigned by the Assistant Principal of Academic Affairs.  Once school begins, however, no change to class schedules is allowed unless initiated by an administrator, teacher, or counselor.

ARTS DEPARTMENT

COMMUNICATION ARTS

One semester of Communication Arts (either Public Speaking or Speech/Debate) is required for graduation

PUBLIC SPEAKING    (014)

Grade Level – 9

Length - One semester course

Type of Course – Core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Interest in learning the skills of public speaking

Course Description – This course is an introductory survey of the basic principles and practices of public speaking.  The goals of the class are to enhance the student’s ability to recognize, describe, and discuss the process of human communication and develop skill and confidence in sending and receiving messages in a public setting.

SPEECH/DEBATE    (015)

Grade Level – 9

Length – One semester course (offered only first semester)

Type of Course – Elective course that meets the Public Speaking requirement

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Interest in learning the skills of public speaking with an emphasis on argumentation and debate. Desire to compete in interscholastic competitions.  Previous experience desirable.

Course Description – Participation in Friday and Saturday Speech and Debate competitions in October, November, and December develop the student’s skills in research, analysis, composition, and performance.  Classroom activities prepare students for interscholastic competitions in debate, public speaking, and interpretation.

INTRODUCTION TO MASS MEDIA (045)

Grade Level – 9, 10, 11, 12

Length – One semester course

Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment –Interest in learning about the influences of different mediums of journalism.  This course serves as an excellent precursor to other journalism classes.

Course Description – Journalism is the “oxygen” to a democratic society and understanding its impact is critical to navigating a complex and converging world.  This course surveys a revolution of mass media amidst burgeoning technology.  Issues include the understanding of news values, the credibility of information, the impact of mass media on both individuals and society, and much more.

FINE ARTS

One semester of either Fine or Performing Arts is required for graduation

ART AND ARCHITECTURE    (815)
(Introductory Drawing and Design)

Grade Level – 9, 10, 11, 12

Length One semester course

Type of course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None 

Course Description – This course is a study of design elements and principles in industrial practice and how they are applied in residential architecture.  The principles of two dimensional and three dimensional design are compared with the practical needs of modern industrial processes while also surveying design problems/solutions through history.  Mechanical/technical drawing and drafting techniques are studied and applied as well as the practice of simple object sketching.  A concentration on the basic visual aesthetics of perspective, proportion, definition and details makes Art and Architecture a foundation for all upper level visual arts courses.

PERFORMING ARTS

One semester of either Performing or Fine Arts is required for graduation

THEATRE I    (854)

Grade Level – 9, 10, 11

Length – One semester course

Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – In this introductory course the student will learn basic theatre history and terminology as well as explore the process of creating a believable character for the stage.  Through the viewing of plays, play reading, design projects, and solo and group performances, the student will gain confidence as a performer and gain an appreciation of the place of theatre in the contemporary world.

THEATRE II (865)


Grade Level – 9, 10, 11, 12


Length – One semester course


Type of Course – Elective


Prerequisite – Theatre I 


Criteria for Enrollment – Permission of Instructor


Course Description – This course is intended for the student with a defined interest in theatre and     

                                continues the study of theatre beyond the concepts learned in Theatre I.  Students will learn

advanced techniques in acting and theatre design, and continue the study of theatre history.         Through the reading of scenes and full-length plays, attendance at live theatre performances, class exercises, and design projects, the serious theatre student will apply his knowledge of theatre to become a competent performer, designer, and well-informed critic of the performance arts.    
FRESHMAN CHOIR    (870)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – Freshmen Choir is a non-auditioned choir for all freshmen new to the Rockhurst choir program regardless of previous experience.  Freshmen Choir performs at concerts, festivals, and freshmen school masses.  Freshmen Choir also has the honor of leading their student body in select All School Masses.
JAZZ LAB BAND    (876)
Grade Level – 9, 10, 11 and 12
Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Audition; Approval of Instructor.  Students enrolled in Jazz Lab Band must plan to perform at various school and community functions that will be outside of regular classes.

Course Description –Jazz Lab is the intermediate jazz performance class.  This class is designed to give established musicians experience in the jazz genre, improvisation, utilization of jazz styles, and performance.   This class also provides the student with the opportunity to perfect their technical ability, playing style and intonation of their instrument. The curriculum for this course develops instrumental technique and expands upon music theory.  This course also includes the study of the history of music in America and the influences that help shape it.  Repertoire is drawn from jazz and contemporary music resources.  Projects include performances for school and community, solos, and small ensemble performances.  Students in this class are expected to participate in the district solo and small ensemble festival held in the spring. Participation in the pep ensemble is expected.
PERCUSSION FUNDAMENTALS    (877)
Grade Level – 9, 10, 11 and 12
Length – One semester course (Offered 1st semester only)
Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Audition; Approval of Instructor.  Students enrolled in Percussion Fundamentals need to have had some prior percussion experience.

Course Description – This class is designed to give percussionists the opportunity to expand their performance skills.  Emphasis in this class will focus on performance on glockenspiel, xylophone, marimba, a multitude of percussion auxiliary instruments, tympani, multiple tenor drums and bass drum.  This course also provides the student with the opportunity to perfect their technical ability, playing style and sticking technique.  The curriculum for this course will utilize the multiple audition music for the District music festival, percussion ensemble literature and music from drumline percussion charts.  This course will expand upon performance styles, including latin, rock, reggae, swing, and world percussion.  The history of percussion in America and the influences that help shape it will also be studied.  Enrollment in this course leads to the opportunity to audition for other music courses requiring percussion.

INTRODUCTION TO JAZZ IMPROVISATION    (873)
Grade Level – 9, 10, 11 and 12
Length – One semester course (Offered 2nd semester only)
Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Audition; Approval of Instructor.  Students enrolled in Introduction to Jazz Improvisation must plan to perform at various school and community functions that will be outside of regular classes.  STUDENTS MUST KNOW HOW TO READ MUSIC (NO TAB).
Course Description –Introduction to Jazz Improvisation is designed to give musicians an opportunity to learn how to play the jazz genre, to improvise with chord changes, blues, and modes, and to spontaneously compose music by studying jazz theory.  This course provides students an opportunity to perfect their instrumental technique, sight-reading and overall command of their instrument.  This will allow students a wider variety of choices in their subsequent music classes. 

ORCHESTRA    (859)

Grade Level – 9, 10, 11, 12 

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Elective

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Audition; Approval of Instructor.  Students enrolled in orchestra must plan to perform at various school and community functions that will be outside of regular classes.

Course Description – Orchestra is designed to give the experienced string player an opportunity to perform with other students in an orchestral context.  Course content includes sight-reading, small ensembles, music theory, music history, opportunities for composition, and development of individual skills.  Repertoire is primarily drawn from classical works and tempered with other types of music.  String students are expected to participate in KC Metro District #3 All-District auditions and the spring music festival sponsored by MSHSAA.
COMPUTER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

One semester of Computer Education is required for graduation
COMPUTER ESSENTIALS (LEVEL 1)    (912)

Grade Level – 9

Length – One semester course

Type of Course – Core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – This course provides the student with an opportunity to develop correct keyboarding skills in conjunction with basic knowledge and procedures in the use of word processing, spreadsheet, database and presentation applications of Microsoft Office 2003.  Students also are introduced to operating systems, Internet research, computer literacy, computer history, and the basic care and upkeep of computers.  These skills should prepare each student for efficient preparation of high school documents and presentations across the curriculum.
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Eight semesters of English are required for graduation

ENGLISH I     (012) (013)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – This course focuses on the development of composition skills and the study of grammar and vocabulary.  Students compose paragraphs and short essays in all modes of discourse.  Students will write a minimum of eight (8) paragraphs and five (5) essays. In addition, students read five (5) to seven (7) novels and a Shakespearean play.

ENGLISH I (ADVANCED)    (011)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Selected core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment –Placement in English I (Advanced) will be by invitation.  Placement is determined by the Admissions Office from Placement Examination scores.

Course Description – This course is similar to English I with additional expectations in the number of essays and novels.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Four semesters in the same Foreign Language are required for graduation

FRENCH I    (511)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Elective that partially fulfills graduation requirement

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – No background in French is required

Course Description –The four language skills – listening, speaking, reading, and writing – are developed simultaneously.  Emphasis is on oral communication and active classroom participation by the student.  This course will cover essential vocabulary and basic structures of the French language so that the student will be able to communicate in the second language.  By the end of the course, students have the ability to do the following: ask and answer basic questions; use proper word order; use common idiomatic expressions and write short compositions.

LATIN I    (611)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Elective that partially fulfills graduation requirement

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Must score at least 80% on the composite score on the Placement Examination

Course Description – This is a beginning course that teaches Latin primarily through reading (rather than conversation).  Students engage in the following activities: reading Latin aloud and silently; composing Latin questions and sentences; translating Latin sentences into English and vice-versa; memorizing and using vocabulary; developing listening and speaking skills; composing and presenting dialogues and conversations in Latin; studying the history and origin of English words derived from Latin; and learning about life in the early Roman Empire.

SPANISH I    (712)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Elective that partially fulfills graduation requirement

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – No background in Spanish necessary

Course Description- Spanish I is designed for the beginning Spanish student.  Comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing skills are developed simultaneously from simple to more complex sentence structures.  The learning process is based on the active participation of each student in a variety of formats.  Students learn essential vocabulary, basic structures of the language, and cultural aspects of Latin America and Spain.

SPANISH I (ADVANCED)    (711)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of course - Elective that partially fulfills graduation requirement

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Placement in Spanish I (Advanced) will be by invitation.  Placement is determined by the Admissions Office from Placement Examination scores and/or from the Spanish Qualifying Exam.

Course Description – This course is for students who have had one or more Spanish courses but did not place in a second level Spanish course at RHS or for those who had high verbal scores on the Placement Exam.  These students review and/or learn – at an accelerated pace – to use the basic grammar structures taught in the Spanish I course.  In addition, they will acquire the following: an expanded vocabulary, an increased reading proficiency, improved oral expression, an increased aural proficiency, the ability to write short compositions, and further knowledge of Spanish and Latin American cultures.

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

Eight semesters of Mathematics are required for graduation

 NOTE:   A graphing calculator is required for all math courses.

  All students are required to have the TI-84+Silver Edition calculator.  
ALGEBRA I    (112) (113) (114)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Assignment is based on combined quantitative and mathematics skill portions of 
                 the placement exam.  Combined scores of 120 to 179 will be initially placed in Algebra I (112).
                 Combined scores below 119 will be placed in Algebra I (113) or Algebra (114).  If a student retests,  

                 If a student retests, the scores from the first test will be used for mathematics placement.

Course Description – Algebra I is a traditional course in elementary algebra with an emphasis on solving everyday problems.  The course falls into four basic parts: 1) the four operations on real numbers and their use in the solution of linear equations and related problems; 2) exponents, polynomials, factoring, and fractions, leading to the solution of more complicated problems; 3) inequalities and systems of open sentences; and 4) irrational numbers and equations.

ALGEBRA I (ADVANCED)    (111)

Grade Level – 9

Length - Two semester course

Type of Course – Selected core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Assignment based on combined quantitative and mathematics skill portions of placement examination.  Combined scores of at least 180 are required.  If a student retests, the scores from the first test will be used for mathematics placement.  Student must have taken an algebra course (Algebra I or Pre-Algebra in junior high or middle school.)

Course Description – This course follows the general goals and objectives of the Algebra I course.  In addition, advanced topics of algebra are introduced: absolute value equations and inequalities, linear programming, polynomial functions and their graphs, analytic techniques to explore various curves, and an introduction to topics of geometry and trigonometry.  Finally, students are given challenging problems designed for curricular enrichment and requiring independent study and research.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

One semester of Physical Education is required for graduation

PHYSICAL EDUCATION    (1052)

Grade Level – 9, 10

Length – One semester course

Type of Course – Elective that fulfills graduation requirement

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – This is a general physical education class with beginning weight training, team sports, and fitness tests.  Students are required to show a beginning knowledge of weight training with the emphasis on technique.  Students are also required to demonstrate aerobic, anaerobic, and strength competence, as required in the fitness tests.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Six semesters of Laboratory Science are required for graduation

APPLIED SCIENCE    (212) (213)

Grade Level – 9

Length – One semester course

Type of Course – Elective – Does not fulfill lab science requirement for graduation.  However, some students will be required to take this course based on Placement Examination test scores.

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – Required placement in this course will be determined by the Admissions Office from Placement Examination test scores.

Course Description – Applied Science is a semester course which will develop the foundation for science skills to be used in future courses; some being lab technique, science reading skills, and proper direction in how to excel in a science course.  The material in this course will survey such sciences as chemistry, physics, meteorology, geology, and several others.  The class is a blend of science literature based on fundamentals, science writing skills in a lab format, and hands-on activities.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

Six semesters of Social studies are required for graduation

ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS   (315)

Grade Level – 9

Length – One semester course

Type of Course – Core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – This course will build a liberal arts foundation for future academic study.  The students will be exposed to the critical events of history that led to the establishment of human civilization. The course will cover the early civilizations with emphasis on Ancient Greece and the Roman Civilizations through to the emergence of the Renaissance.  Students will be taught basic skills, including critical thinking, reading for content, notebook organization, note-taking, map interpretation, essay writing, study skills, time management, and the proper methods of synthesizing complex ideas.

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Eight semesters of Theology are required for graduation

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY I & II   (417) (418)

Grade Level – 9

Length – Two semester course

Type of Course – Core course required for graduation

Prerequisite – None

Criteria for Enrollment – None

Course Description – This course is a study of the foundations of Catholic Christianity in order to have a common language and framework for further study in Theology.  Topics include scripture, sacraments, and church history.  Another key component of freshman theology is the study of the foundational principles of Catholic Morality.  This study of Catholic Morality includes decision making, moral conduct, and the Catholic Teachings on sex and sexuality.

Page 11

Rockhurst High School

